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the leadership of President Ford. The re- 
sults bear witness Jo the steady, deter- 
mined, bipartisan cflbrt of our own coun- 
try to build a wodd in which peace will 
Ijc the goal and the responsibility of all 
nations. 

The normalization of relations between 
the United States and China has no other 
purpose than this: the advancement of 
peace. It is in this spirit, at this season of 
peace, that I take special pride in sharing 
this good news with you tonight. 

Thank you very much. 

note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. from the 
Ovat Office at the White House. The address 
wai hrnadcast live on radio and television. 



Diplomatic Relations Between the 
United States and the People's 
Republic of China 

United States Statement. December 15, 1978 

As of January 1, 1979, the United 
States of America recognizes the People's 
Republic of China as the sole legal gov- 
ernment of China. On the same date, the 
People's Republic of China accords simi- 
lar recognition to the United States of 
America. The United States thereby es- 
tablishes diplomatic relations with the 
People's Republic of China. 

On that same date, January 1, 1979, 
the United States of America will notify 
Taiwan that it is terminating diplomatic 
relations and that the Mutual Defense 
Treaty between the United States and the 
Republic of China is being terminated in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Treaty. The United States also states that 
it will be withdrawing its remaining mili- 
tary personnel from Taiwan within four 
months. 



In the future, the American people and 
the people of Taiwan will maintain com- 
mercial, cultural, and other relations 
without official government representa- 
tion and without diplomatic relations. 

The Administration will seek adjust- 
ments to our laws and regulations to 
permit the maintenance of commercial, 
cultural, and other non-governmental 
relationships in the new circumstances 
that will exist after normalization. 

The United States is confident that the 
people of Taiwan face a peaceful and 
prosperous future. The United States con- 
tinues to have an interest in the peaceful 
resolution of the Taiwan issue and expects 
that the Taiwan issue will be settled 
peacefully by the Chinese Uicmsclvcs. 

The United States believes that the es- 
tablishment of diplomatic relations with 
the People's Republic will contribute to 
the welfare of the American people, to the 
stability of Asia where the United States 
has major security and economic interest, 
and to the peace of the entire world. 



Diplomatic Relations Between the 
United States and the People's 
Republic of China 

Remarks at a White House Briefing Following 
the Address to the Nation, 
December 15, 1978 

The President. Well, I wanted to come 
by and let you know that I believe this to 
be an extremely important moment in the 
history of our Nation. It's something that 
I and my two predecessors have sought 
avidlv. We have maintained our own 
United States position firmly, and only 
since the last few weeks has there been an 
increasing demonstration to us that Pre- 
mier Hua and Vice Premier Tcng have 



2266 



Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 



Dec. 15 



been ready to normalize relations. I think 
the interests of Taiwan have been ade- 
quately protected. One of the briefers will 
explain the details to you. 

Our Ambassador there, Leonard Wood- 
cock, lias done a superb job in presenting 
our own views strongly and clearly to the 
officials of the People's Republic of China. 
1 will be preparing myself adequately for 
the visit of Vice Premier Tcng. We in- 
vited him on one day, he accepted the 
next, without delay, and I think he's 
looking forward to this trip with a great 
deal of anticipation and pleasure. 

I have talked personally this evening to 
Prime Minister Ohira [of Japan]. Early 
this morning wc notified the officials in 
Taiwan, and wc have also notified many 
of the leaders around the world of this 
long-awaited development in interna- 
tional diplomacy. 

I think that one of the greatest benefits 
that will be derived from this is the con- 
tinuation of strong trade, cultural rela- 
tionships with Taiwan, the people of Tai- 
wan, and a new vista for prosperous trade 
relationships with almost a billion people 
in the People's Republic of China. This 
is alio, of course, enhanced by the new 
opportunities for us to understand the 
people of China, and to work avidly for 
peace in that region and for world peace. 

This afternoon the Soviet Union offi- 
cials were notified through their Am- 
bassador here, Mr. Dobrynin. And I think 
the Soviets were familiar with the fact 
that wc were anticipating normalization 
whenever the Chinese were willing to 
meet our reasonable terms, and they were 
not surprised. As you well know, the So- 
viet Union and People's Republic of 
China have diplomatic relations between 
themselves. 

My own assessment is that this will be 
well received in almost every nation of 
the world, perhaps all of them, because 



it will add to stability. And the Soviets 
and others know full well, because of our 
own private explanations to them, not 
just recently but in months gone by, that 
wc have no desire whatsovcr to use our 
new relationships with China to the disad- 
vantage of the Soviets or anyone else. Wc 
believe this will enhance stability and not 
cause instability in Asia and the rest of 
the world. 

Pm very pleased with it. And I ob- 
viously have to give a major part of the 
credit to President Nixon and to Presi- 
dent l'*ord, who laid the groundwork for 
this successful negotiation. And most of 
the premises that were spelled out in the 
Shanghai Communique 6 years ago or 
more have been implemented now. 

You can tell that I'm pleased, and I 
know that the world is waiting for your 
accurate explanation of the results. 

Q. How did the congressional leaders 
take it? 

Tiif. Prksidknt. With mixed response. 
Some of the congressional leaders who 
were there have long been very strong 
personal friends of the officials in Taiwan. 
They are not as thoroughly familiar with 
the officials in the People's Republic of 
China. 

One of the most long debated issues 
was whether or not wc would peremp- 
torily terminate our defense treaty with 
Taiwan, or whether wc would terminate 
that treaty in accordance with its own 
provisions. And the People's Republic 
officials agreed with our position that wc 
would give Taiwan a I-ycar notice and 
that the defense treaty would prevail 
throughout 1979. I think that alleviated 
some of the concerns among the Senators. 

And another concern expressed by them 
was whether or not wc could continue 
cultural relationships, trade relationships 
with the people of Taiwan. I assured 
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them that \vc could, that the Chinese 
knew this. And we will ask the Congress 
for special legislation quite early in the 
session to permit this kind of exchange 
with the people of Taiwan. This would 
include authorization for the Eximbank 
and OPEC to guarantee and to help with 
specific trade negotiations. 

I think that many of their concerns 
have been alleviated, although there cer- 
tainly will be some Members of the Con- 
gress who feci that we should have main- 
tained the status quo. 

I'll take just one question. 

Q. Mr. President, you said the response 
to your speech would be "massive ap- 
plause throughout the Nation." What do 
you think the response to your speech will 
be in Taiwan? 

The President. I doubt if there will 
be massive applause in Taiwan, but we 
are going to do everything we can to as- 
sure the Taiwanese that we put at top — 
as one of the top priorities in our own re- 
lationships with the People's Republic 
and them — that the ' well-being of the 
people of Taiwan will not be damaged. 

To answer the other question, I don't 
think this will have any adverse effect at 
all on the SALT negotiations as an inde- 
pendent matter. And I think that the So- 
viets, as I said earlier, have been expect- 
ing this development. They were not 
surprised, and wc have kept them in- 
formed recently. Their reaction has not 
been adverse, and we will proceed ag- 
gressively as we have in recent months, in 
fact throughout my own administration, 
to conclude a successful SALT agree- 
ment. 

Good night. 

note: The President spoke at approximately 
9:30 p.m. to reporters assembled in the Brief- 
ing Room at the White House. Following his 
remarks, administration officials held the back- 
ground briefing on the announcement. 



Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident's daily schedule and other items of 
general interest as announced by the 
White Mouse Press Office during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue. Events and 
announcements printed elsewhere in the 
issue arc not included. 

December 9 

The President announced the members 
of the delegation to the funeral of former 
Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir. They 
are: 

Mrs. Lillian Carter, Personal Representative 
of the President; 

Cyrus R. Vance, U.S. Secretary of State; 

Mrs. Cyrus Vance; 

Samuel W. Lewis, U.S. Ambassador to Israel; 

Mrs. Samuel W. Lewis; 

Jacou K. Javits, U.S. Senator from New York; 

Abraham Ridicoff, U.S. Senator from Con- 
necticut; 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, U.S. Senator 
from New York; 

Muriel Humphrey, U.S. Senator from Min- 
nesota; 

Clement Zablocki, U.S. Representative from 
Wisconsin ; 

Sidney R. Yates, U.S. Representative from 
Illinois; 

Lee H. Hamilton, U.S. Representative from 
Indiana; 

Charles Ranoel, U.S. Representative from 
New York; 

Benjamin A. Gilman, U.S. Representative 
from New York; 

Stephen J. Solarz, U.S. Representative from 
New York ; 

Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., Ambassador at 
Large; 

Henry A. Kissinoer, former U.S. Secretary of 
State; 

Arthur Colddero, former Associate Justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court; 

Harold H. Saunders, Assistant U.S. Secre- 
tary of State; 

Carl Levin, U.S. Senator-elect from Mich- 
igan; 
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